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Federal Trade Commission § 254.3 

inconsistent with these Guides may re-
sult in corrective action by the Com-
mission under section 5 of the FTC Act 
if, after investigation, the Commission 
has reason to believe that the practices 
fall within the scope of conduct de-
clared unlawful by the statute. 

[63 FR 42572, Aug. 10, 1998, as amended at 78 
FR 68989, Nov. 18, 2013] 

§ 254.1 Definitions. 

(a) Accredited. A school or program of 
instruction that has been evaluated 
and found to meet established criteria 
by an accrediting agency or association 
recognized for such purposes by the 
U.S. Department of Education. 

(b) Approved. A school or program of 
instruction that has been recognized by 
a State or Federal agency as meeting 
educational standards or other related 
qualifications as prescribed by that 
agency for the school or program of in-
struction to which the term is applied. 
The term is not and should not be used 
interchangeably with ‘‘Accredited.’’ 
The term ‘‘Approved’’ is not justified 
by the mere grant of a corporate char-
ter to operate or license to do business 
as a school and should not be used un-
less the represented ‘‘approval’’ has 
been affirmatively required or author-
ized by State or Federal law. 

(c) Industry member. Industry Mem-
bers are the persons, firms, corpora-
tions, or organizations covered by 
these Guides, as explained in § 254.0(a). 

[78 FR 68990, Nov. 19, 2013] 

§ 254.2 Deceptive trade or business 
names. 

(a) It is deceptive for an Industry 
Member to misrepresent, directly or 
indirectly, expressly or by implication, 
the nature of the school, its Accredita-
tion, programs of instruction, methods 
of teaching, or any other material fact 
through the use of any trade or busi-
ness name, label, insignia, or designa-
tion, or in any other manner. 

(b) It is deceptive for an Industry 
Member to deceptively conceal in any 
way the fact that it is a school or to 
misrepresent, directly or indirectly, 
expressly or by implication, through 
the use of a trade or business name or 
in any other manner that: 

(1) It is a part of or connected with a 
branch, bureau, or agency of the U.S. 
Government, including, but not limited 
to, the U.S. Department of Education, 
or of any State, or civil service com-
mission; or 

(2) It is an employment agency or an 
employment agent or authorized train-
ing facility for any industry or busi-
ness. 

[78 FR 68990, Nov. 19, 2013] 

§ 254.3 Misrepresentation of extent or 
nature of accreditation or approval. 

(a) It is deceptive for an Industry 
Member to misrepresent, directly or 
indirectly, expressly or by implication, 
the nature, extent, or purpose of any 
Approval by a State or Federal agency 
or Accreditation by an accrediting 
agency or association. For example, an 
Industry Member should not: 

(1) Represent, without qualification, 
that its school is Accredited unless all 
courses and programs of instruction 
have been Accredited by an accrediting 
agency recognized by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. If an Accredited 
school offers courses or programs of in-
struction that are not Accredited, all 
advertisements or promotional mate-
rials pertaining to those courses or 
programs, and making reference to the 
Accreditation of the school, should 
clearly and conspicuously disclose that 
those particular courses or programs 
are not Accredited. 

(2) Represent that its school or pro-
gram of instruction is Approved, unless 
the nature, extent, and purpose of that 
Approval are disclosed. 

(3) Misrepresent the extent to which 
a student successfully completing a 
course or program of instruction will 
be able to transfer any credits the stu-
dent earns to any other postsecondary 
institution. 

(b) It is deceptive for an Industry 
Member to misrepresent, directly or 
indirectly, expressly or by implication, 
that a school or program of instruction 
has been Approved by a particular in-
dustry, or that successful completion 
of a course or program of instruction 
qualifies the student for admission to a 
labor union or similar organization or 
for receiving a State or Federal license 
to perform certain functions. 
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